April 6, 2021
To Whom It May Concern
Re: Tuscarora Township Septic to Sewer Expansion and Modernization Project
Please accept this letter of support on behalf of the Tuscarora Township’s Sewer Expansion and
Modernization Project. This $18 million project in Indian River boarders the 38-mile Inland Water which
drains into Lake Huron and the Great Lakes and is necessary to protect the public health and our
waters.
The Michigan District Health Department No. 4 highlighted this project as an area of concern for onsite
sewage disposal due to the high seasonal groundwater table and very small lots.
In addition, many of the septic systems in the proposed area have failed or are not in compliance with
local, state or federal recommendations. According to the Michigan District Health Department No. 4,
these issues created a lack of isolation for onsite sewage disposal systems and from onsite water wells,
property lines and surface water and in some cases, critically undersized septic disposal systems.
The community has already invested $5.9 million in 2015 for a commercial sewer system with a
modular expandable plant. Although this effort has received community support a residential system
remains financially out of reach for the community. I am supportive of Tuscarora Townships efforts to
secure additional funding for this project because an expanded sewer system would resolve public
health concerns, help improve surface water quality, improve environmental conditions in residential
areas and protect the Inland Waterway and the Great Lakes.
Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to contact my office should you
need any additional information.
Sincerely,

Wayne A. Schmidt
State Senate
37th District

426 Bay St., Petoskey, MI 49770
April 5, 2021
Robert A. Kramer, Tuscarora Township Trustee
3546 S. Straits Hwy
Indian River, MI 49749
Dear Mr. Kramer,
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council is writing in support of the Tuscarora Township Septic
to Sewer Expansion and Modernization Project. The project aligns with Goals and
Objectives stated in the EGLE/EPA approved Burt Lake Watershed Management Plan.
Specifically, Goal 1: Protect water quality of the Watershed’s lakes and streams;
Objective 1.2: Reduce nutrient inputs through maintenance or replacement of
nonfunctioning septic systems. Additionally, watershed plan Septic System
Implementation Step SS.2: Replace individual septic systems in communities where
systems are ineffective or insufficient for given demand with community sewer systems.
Situated within the 38-mile Inland Waterway, many of the septic systems in the
proposed project area have failed or are not being maintained using best management
practices. The project area is in an environmentally sensitive zone, and failing septic
systems could impact waters by allowing nutrient pollution. Having a sewer system
available to this already crowded, compact, developed area is a definite benefit to
keeping the waters clean.
Michigan District Health Department No. 4 (DHD4) noted that this is a problem area for
septic systems, due to a high seasonal groundwater table and very small lots. There is
not enough isolation from onsite drinking water wells, property lines, and surface water.
The expanded sewer system would resolve these public health concerns. Importantly
the project leverages the prior $5.9 million commercial system, specifically the $2.5
million plant complex investment made by the community that will be the anchor for
the project.
For all of these reasons, we are writing this letter of support. Please contact me with
any questions, 231-347-1181 ext. 1118 or grenetta@watershedcouncil.org.
Sincerely,
Grenetta Thomassey, PhD
Watershed Policy Director

April 7, 2021
Re: Tuscarora Township Septic to Sewer Expansion and Modernization Project
To whom it may concern:
On behalf of Burt Lake Preservation Association (BLPA) and its membership of 900+ families
and businesses, we support the Tuscarora Township Septic to Sewer Expansion and
Modernization Project. This project is consistent with our mission. In fact, BLPA paid for the
initial study and engineering report by donating $8,000.00 to the township.
The Burt Lake Preservation Association's goal is the preservation and improvement of Burt
Lake and its watershed for quality use by future generations. To do this we will unify the lake
community to confront the key issues involving the lake and its watershed. Working in
cooperation with federal, state, and local government entities, educational institutions,
foundations, conservancies, and other resources, the Burt Lake Preservation Association
(BLPA) will contribute financial and human resources to fulfill this goal. While supporting and
participating in an array of activities, we assume responsibility for the following: The vision of the
Burt Lake Preservation Association is to be the leader of preservation and improvement of Burt
Lake including its watershed and community.
In a letter written by District Health Department #4 to Tuscarora Township, they strongly support
the municipal sewer expansion. The letter included the following statements: “The expanded
service area that encompasses the region due west of the Downtown corridor, between the
Indian River to the north and the Sturgeon River to the south, is an area previously highlighted
by District Health Department No. 4 (DHD4), as a problem area for onsite sewage disposal due
to a high seasonal groundwater table and very small lots. These issues created lack of isolation
for onsite sewage disposal systems from onsite water wells, property lines and surface water
and in some cases, critically undersized sewage disposal systems. The expanded sewer
system in the area mentioned above would resolve some of these public health concerns and
issues, help improve surface water quality and improve environmental conditions in the
residential area.”
BLPA therefore strongly supports the Tuscarora Township Septic to Sewer Expansion and
Modernization Project.
Respectfully,

Jim Burke, President
Burt Lake Preservation Association

